AGGRAVATED ASSAULT

DEFINITION

Aggravated assault is an unlawful attack by one person upon another for the purpose of
inflicting severe or aggravated bodily injury. This type of assault is usually accompanied by
the use of a weapon or by means likely to produce death or great bodily harm. Attempts are
included since it is not necessary that an injury result when a gun, knife, or other weapon is
used which could and probably would result in serious personal injury if the crime were
successfully completed.

TREND
Rate per 100,000
Year Number of offenses inhabitants
1997 1,023,201 382.3
1998 974,402 360.5
Percent change -4.8 -5.7




Aggravated assaults decreased in 1998, marking the fifthRate
consecutive year of decline. The estimated total of 974,402 o
aggravated assaults represented a 5-percent decline for this There were 360 reported victims of aggravated assault
offense and accounted for 64 percent of the violent crimegor every 100,000 people nationwide in 1998. The rate was
in 1998. 6 percent lower than in 1997 and 16 percent below the 1994
The number of reported aggravated assaults decreased fiftte- The 1998 rate was 6 percent lower than the 1989 rate.
all of the Nation’s regions. Forty-one percent of the aggra- N 1998, the rate in metropolitan areas at 390 per 100,000
vated assault volume occurred in the Southern Region, thénhabitants was higher than the national average. Cities
Nation’s most populous area according to geographicOUtS'de mgtropolltan areas experienced a rate of 339 and
distribution figures. The Western Region followed with 24 ural counties a rate of 183.
percent, the Midwestern Region with 20 percent, and the Compared to 1997 rates, 1998 aggravated assault rates
Northeastern Region with 15 percent. (See Table 4.) were down in all regions. The aggravated .assault rate was
The monthly figures for July and August represented the#18 per 100,000 people in the South, 384 in the West, 310

highest volume of aggravated assaults in 1998, while the the Midwest, and 288 in the Northeast. The West regis-
lowest number occurred during February' tered a 7—percent drop, while the NortheaSt, Mldwest, and

South each decreased by 5 percent. (See Table 4.)

Table 2.23 Nature

Aggravated Assault by Month

Percent distribution, 1994-1998 Thirty-six percent of the aggravated assaults involved

blunt objects or other dangerous weapons in 1998.

Monthe e e s Twenty-seven percent of the assaults were committed with
January 7.2 7.6 78 75 7.9 personal weapons such as hands, fists, and feet; 19 percent
February s 7074 70 70 with firearms; and 18 percent with knives or cutting instru-
O
MZ; e 68 8.9 03 92 Comparing 1998 to 1997 totals, aggravated assaults
June 8.9 8.8 9.1 9.0 8.9 decreased in all weapon categories. Aggravated assaults
July 9.4 9.4 9.4 95 9.4 with firearms fell by 9 percent; personal weapons (hands,
’S“‘g:‘“ X 9538 9;9 9;6 9;8 9{-;47 fists, feet, etc.), 6 percent; blunt instruments or other
et or  sr a5 84 oa dangerous weapons, 4 percent; and knives and cutting
November 76 75 74 75 74 instruments, 2 percent. State-by-state totals for weapons
December 77 7.4 7.6 7.2 7.4 used in assaults during 1998 are shown in Table 22.

The Nation’s cities collectively experienced a decreaseTable 224
of 5 percent in the aggravated assault volume from 1997 to :
1998. Among city population groupings, decreases rangedAggravated Assault, Types of Weapons Used
from 8 percent in cities with populations of 100,000 to Percent distribution by region, 1998

Other

499,999 to 2 percent in cities with 1 million and over

. . Kni

inhabitants. The number of aggravated assaults also . T cuting . (dlubs, . Personal
. . egion ai Irearms .

decreased 3 percent in suburban counties and showed no 9 weapons mstrt:— E!un: weapons

. B . B ments  objects,

change in rural counties. During the same 2-year period, e’tc,)

aggravgted assaults increased by 1 percent in cities with 1000 188 184 a6 273

populations under 10,000. (See Table 12.)

The 5- and 10-year trends for the country as a wholenortheastern states 1000 113 201 397 289
show aggravated assault figures for 1998 were 12 percentidwestem States 1000 215 182 352 251
lower than in 1994 and 2 percent above those in 1989. (Seg&outhern States 1000 223 202 367 209

Western States 100.0 16.6 14.5 31.4 375

Table 1.)

1 Because of rounding,
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percentages may not add to total.






Law Enforcement Response of the aggravated assaults cleared by law enforcement in
) suburban and rural counties, respectively.

In 1998, law enforcement agencies across the country Arrests for aggravated assaults represented 75 percent of
recorded a 59-percent aggravated assault clearance ratgiplent crime arrests in 1998. Of the estimated 506,630
Rural and suburban county law enforcement agenciesngividuals arrested for this offense, 62 percent were white,
cleared 63 and 62 percent, respectively, while cities collec-gg percent were black, and 2 percent were comprised of all
tively recorded 58 percent cleared. Cities with populations gther races. Eighty-six percent of the arrestees were adults;
under 10,000 recorded the highest aggravated assault cleagg percent were males.
ance rate among the city groupings at 65 percent. Arrests for aggravated assaults were down 4 percent in

Regional clearance percentages for aggravated assauligog from the 1997 total. During this 2-year period, arrests
were 63 percent in the Northeast, 59 percent in the West, 58¢ adults also were down 4 percent, and arrests of persons
percent in the South, and 53 percent in the Midwest. under age 18 decreased 3 percent. Comparing the 1994 and

Law enforcement personnel identified persons under age; ggg figures, the 5-year trend shows a decrease of 4
18 to be the assailants in 12 percent of the aggravateghercent for total aggravated assault arrests and 3 percent for
assaults cleared nationally and in cities collectively. gquits. The 5-year trend also shows that juvenile aggra-
Persons in this age group were involved in 11 and 9 percenyated assault arrests declined 13 percent.
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