DR

Department of Justice,

Burean of Anvestigation,

Washington, 3. ¢

September 25, 1922,

MEMORA WDUM ¥OR MR. BURNS.

Mr, Paul Wooton, W shington correspondent for
the Neow Orleans Timee-rFicayune, vresented a letter addressed
to the Attorney General, by Governor Jobhn M. Parker of
Louigi-na, s8<ing for agsistrnce in investigetion of Ku-Klux
mattere in northern Lounieiesna, ur. Wo ton'e =ddrese is
671 Coiloredo Building, £nd ~ie telertone is Main 4047.

Ihe Gov rnor he: neen unfble 1o uBe either the
mails, telegrarh or telephone because o! interfrrence by
the l.len., He hes received & larze numbzer of anonymoms and
sther communicstiona, and much of meil, particularly from
Monroe, has been opened. The FPos tmaeter at L.nroe is
andergetood to be a member 8 sre a numoer of prominent
oftieiale -nd business men.

Conditions have been br?ught 10 8 hesd at Mer
Houge, when two white men, one e&n ex-surgesnt, were done
away with mysteriously (the case oi ex-sergeent F. W. Dsniel’

resdy hag been c-lled to sur attent on oy Senat:r Wedaworth

end vo3serh Llornimgatar, of lew fork).



-

The other vietim wee named H-c rs. One of
these men i8 sarpozed to hsve been burnea to desth in
8 barbaric menncr, &nd the other whichted down with chains
and irons »nd drovped into ¢ ls.<e. Heither or the bodies
heg becn tound.

lr. Wooton alrrad; hus e8een nr. Simmone, Chief
Post Uffice Insrector, wh he rromiged to send en in-
spector from #8 hinetion, to cover the Post “rfice cngl-s.
This men prob b 7 will lesve tomorrow, =& the Fostmaster
General has approved such mction.

The local authoritiee are absolutely inactive,
and they have besn unable to get an’ action b the Yrand
Jury at . er iouge. 'The Sovernor hee tried to get the
Stcte levislature to pace & lew reguiring registr-tion
with the Secretrry o1 Strte, but fsiled. He 1= con-ident
that the Sherifrs, rrosecutineg Attorneye, and Judges have
211 been reached. 'he attitude of the Attorney General of
the Stute, lir. Coco, ie not exactly pleasing. It is
imperative that any -ne sent there interview the Governor
before ap' roachine Lr. Coco.

“erresentelive Sendlin, of the 4th Distriet, =nd
Riley J. Wileon of the bth Dietrict, are helieved =120 to
be involved, while both -t the Senatore from the St.te sre
niderz2tood to heve & great msse of #nformation &nd of course
to be oprosed to the org nizetion. Senstor Ransdell leave:

tonieht, 'nd he will h.ve %o be interview i immedizsely.

'he Sovernor's telephone wire has be-n t vped end he is



uneble to conduet even ordinary convers-tion withoat
interference, and as the telegr nh comp niec sre in-
competent, the only way to fecl safe &nd to get the
ma‘ter before ouP attention wee t send Mr. o-ton
here and to bring back = letter from the Attorney
General to surport hie former request for mesigtunce.

All of the activities involved are of recent
occarrence 80 that Meesrs Bsles, rarland, nd S irp
could not hgva covered them at ‘the time in tast vicinity.
The Mer nouge cese ie merely the climax ot a se-~i{ - of
events, =nd the principsl reasson zor the 3ov rnor
¢alling it to our attention.

Mr. Wooton i8 to hzve lancheon with Senstor
Ransdell end would like to be commaiicuted with.

Respectiully,



