Table 4—Overview
· The estimated number of violent crimes in the United States increased 2.3 percent in 2005 when compared with 2004.  The estimated number of property crimes nationwide decreased 1.5 percent during that same time period.

· The number of offenses for each of the violent crime catagories increased in 2005 compared with the 2004 data with the exception of forcible rape, which declined 1.2 percent.

· The highest increase (5.6 percent) in violent crime among the nation’s four regions occurred in the Midwest.

· The number of murders increased in all four regions in 2005, with the highest increase, 5.4 percent, in the Northeast.

· Forcible rape offenses decreased in all four regions in 2005, with the largest decrease, 2.0 percent, occuring in the South.

· Robberies increased in all four regions in 2005, with the largest increase occurring in the Midwest (7.7 percent).
· Aggravated assaults increased in all the regions except the Northeast, which had a 0.5-percent decrease. 
· The highest decrease (3.1 percent) in property crime among the Nation’s four regions occurred in the Northeast.

· All the property crime offenses except burglary decreased in 2005 compared with 2004 data.  Burglaries increased 0.5 percent.

· In the Northeast and the South, motor vehicle thefts decreased in 2005 from the 2004 data with the largest decrease (9.5 percent) occuring in the Northeast.
·  Motor vehicle thefts in 2005 increased in the West and the Midwest compared with 2004 data, with the largest increase (4.5 percent) occuring in the West.
